Schoolmaster on muleback
answers call to Macedonia

Part 1

The year was 1909 and S.J. Parks was
superintendent of Monroe = County
schools. Frederick Condon Payne from
Coker Creek was an applicant for a
teaching job.

“We can use you,” Parks told Fred,
who was then 19 years old.

“Where?,” Fred asked.

Parks was also a Baptist minister and

he replied by —————————
paraphrasing Tennessee
the Bible: g
“There’s a f "
call that says 1j’-
come  over (Lo
into Macedo-
nia and hkelp
us. 'm going
to send you
over there, to Macedonia School.”

“Where 1s it?,” Fred asked.

“It’s 20 miles or more above Tellico
Plains, back in the mountains, at a place
called Rafter,” Parks told him.

Fred journeyed from Madisonville, the
Monroe County seat where he received
his teaching appointment, back to the
home of his parents on Coker Creek.

His mother, Eliza Bethany Lenderman
Payne, packed a suitcase with the cloth-
ing she thought he’d be needing. In the
same bag Fred packed the books he’'d
need for teaching all eight grades.

Fred’s father, Lemuel Enos Marion
“Bud” Payne, offered to ride at least part
of the distance with his son to help him
find the way through the unmarked
woods.

“It was July, and most schools started
in July in that time,” Fred recalls.

“My father had a pair of mules, and
we put a saddle on each one and left
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- _Somewhere.

says it was "Roosterneck” Creek bDack

then, and he doesn’t know how it became
“Qosterneck” on modern maps.)
Bud then pointed to a prominent ndge
- above them and gave his son this parting
advice:
- “Now I've never been to Rafter, my-
self. But you take that leading ridge there
and it’ll take you back into that country

the school.” >

Fred recalls that hlS father then turned
and headed back through the river, riding
one mule and leading the other. -

“I put a stick through the handie of my
suitcase, so I could carry it across my
shoulder,” he says, “and took off on foot
- up that long, steep ridge.

~ “I was wore out when I finally came to
a big road, what they called a big road in
those days.
. “But I continued on until I came to a
church and a schoolhouse, and 1 knew
within reason then that I had found Mac-
edonia School. |
“l went on up the road a short dis-

tance and found a house, and a store

nearby, but there was nobody there.
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