¢ Payne, from the
. yard of their home
near Tellico Plains

3§ in Monroe County,
¢ have a view of the

name from Waucheesi Mountain, which it
skirted, on the Tennessee-North Carolina
border. There is now a fire lookout tower
on its summit.

Fred says one of the attractions of the
Waucheesi Trail was that there was no
toll, or charge, for the use of it, while
there was a toll levied on travelers of the
Murphy Turnpike.

Beginning at Tellico Plains the toll
pike headed south along the general di-
rection of what is now Tennessee Route
68. The tollgate was about 11 miles south
of Tellico Plains, and about six miles
south of the Payne home. It was at the
foot of the main ridge of the Unicoi Moun-

i born and lived in
2 childhood, and

= through their early

. married years and

: the birth of their
eight children.
Their marriage is
now in its 70th year.

men on foot,” Fred says. Men on horse~
back wouldn’t attempt it. The trail got its
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