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IF OLD records are any indication, 1914 was a.

rough year for Monroe County residents, especially
those living in the southeastern portion near Coker
Creek, Rural Vale, and Paynes. Of the 19 death
certificates which were issued that year for the state
office of vital statistics, six were infant deaths, four

were the result of gunshot wounds, and half a dozen

others were victims of diphtheria, whooping cough,
tuberculosis and the like. In fact, only one death
was attributed to old age, that of Ruth Night, who
died at 100 on August 12 of that year. Even
including her in the statistics, the average age of
those who died was something less than 20 years.

Fred C. Payne, for whom Paynes was named,
was the storekeeper who issued those grim notices.
A 24 year-old Coker Creek native at the time, he
had already attended high school and Hiwassee
College, then spent three years teaching at his own
school up in the hills near Coker Creek. The school
was a one-room affair with a woodstove for heat,
and Payne taught all the grades himself. Now 88
years old and residing in Tellico Plains, he well
remembers what teaching school was like in those
days.

““SCHOOL LASTED from July until we got in
six months,’’ he says. ‘‘Of course we took off a
week or two each fall while the children gathered
fodder. The parents were always hinting when it
was time to gather the fodder each fall, like they
were afraid | wouldn’t let the children out. Once
that was done, school went right on until we were
finished.’’ Payne, who began teaching in the Coker
Creek area at the age of 19 in 1909, had little idea at
the time of the role he would play in the history of
the county.

After the school year ended in the latter part of
1911, Payne and his wife, the former Josephine
Evelyn Tilley, decided to open a store near Coker
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The year was somewhere around 1915, and a postal

inspector from higher-up was visiting the Payne

post office and store. The inspector casually asked
Payne about his involvement in the community,
noting that he must be of some importance to be
both storekeeper and post office clerk. Payne
replied that he was also a Sunday school
superintendent, keeper of vital statistics for the
state government, and a deputy sheriff as well.
‘““That inspector told me | couldn’t be both a deputy
and a post office clerk,’”’ Payne recalls. ‘‘He said |
would have to give up one of the jobs.’’

‘““Very well,”” Payne jokingly replied to the
inspector. ‘‘You can take the post office with you.’’
What actually happened was that Payne kept the
post office, ‘‘although | shouldn’t have,’’ he says.
““I like to never found somebody to take it over
later.”’ He went and told Sheriff Harrison Webb
that he could no longer serve as deputy because of

postal rules. ‘‘Okay, then,’’ the sheriff said. ‘‘Just

between me and you, you’ve resigned. But as far as
anyone else knows you’re still a deputy, so you can
continue to serve as one. And if anyone asks me, |
don’t know a thing about it."”’ '

SO PAYNE continued as a deputy, although he
officially was not one any longer. As mentioned
earlier, gunshot wounds accounted for a goodly
portion of the deaths which occurred in those years,
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